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Jovis 69 Die Decembris, 17599. 


RDERED, That the Thanks of this Houſe 
be given to the Reverend Doctor Fletcher, 
for the excellent Sermon by him preached 

before this Houſe the 29th of November laſt, the Day 

appointed for a Publick Thankſgiving to Almighty 

God for the great Succeſs with which he has been 

pleaſed to bleſs His Majeſty's Arms, and that he be 

deſired to Print the fame, and that Mr. ohn Bourke, 
and the Honourable Mr. James O. Bren do acquaint 
him therewith. FI = AN 


PS ALM xi. Verſe 1I. 


Serve the Lord with Fear and rejoice with Trembling. 
The Context runs thus: 


Be Wiſe now therefore O ye Kings : Be inſtructed ye 
Judges of the Earth. Serve the Lord with, &c. 


HE Admonition in my Text is, you ſee, of a Pub- 


| lick Nature, being addreſſed to Kings and Judges 
of the Earth, and, through them, to their, re- 


ſpective People. 

The Pſalm itſelf is a prophetic Call to the Princes and 
Governors of the World to obey the Prophecies concern- 
ing the Meſſiah, who, altho' appearing in the lowly Cir- 
cumſtances of Mortality, was naturally * higher than all 
the Kings of the Earth, being King by Deſcent, and 
eldeſt in Effect of the eldeſt Line from Adam ; but chiefly 


as being + Heir of all Things, and || Head of all Principa- 
lity 


® Pl. 80. 27: + Heb. 1. 2, | Col. 2. 10. 
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[ 4 ] * 
lity and Power ; cautioning them at the ſame Time to em- 


brace the Bleſſings of his Kingdom with Fear and Trembling: 


For tho' his Appearance was to be Matter of great Foy to all 
Feople, and it was He, who ſhould give YVidtory unto Kings 


buy delivering them from the Power of the devil and his in- 


ſtruments, under whom they had been ſo long and miſera- 
bly enſlaved, they were nevertheleſs to be upon their guard 
againſt the wiles of their old Maſter, leſt, being tempted to 
deny, oppoſe, or deſert Chriſt's Kingdom, they ſhould pro- 


voke his Wrath, who (as we are told by a Prophet“ and 


an Apoſtle +) had Power over them, as the Hotter over his 
Clay, and tho' his Coming forth ſhould be as a tender 
Plant, as a Root out of a dry Ground F could break them with 

a. Red of Iron, and daſh 3 in Pieces like a Potter's Veſſel. 
Be wiſe naw therefore O ye Kings, be inſtructed ye Judges 
of the Earth. Serve the Lord with Fear, and rejoice with 
Trembling. 

From the Precept in my Text I ſhall take e 

Firſt, to ſet before you the true Nature and Spirit of 
Chriſtian Rejoicing ; and, 

Secondly, ſhall apply [hi ſame to the * happy 


| Solemnity. And Firſt &c. 


Now one would think, that Joy, as well as Love, muſt 
in its ſeveral Proportions caſt out Fear, and that Paſſions 
fo contrary in their Nature and Operations cannot long or 
eaſily ſtand together. But the Diſtinction between a Ser- 
ile and F, hal, a Natural and Religious Fear has been ob- 
icrved long Een ; between the Apprehenſion of ſome Evil 
advancing or intended againſt us, and that kindly Combi- 


nation of Love and Eftcem, Affection and Awe, which 


tempering 
Jer. Xi. 6. 7 Rom. ix. 20. § Ilaiab 53, 2. 


— — 
. > — — —— — —— — 
1 * 
. Py 
[1 
. 
' 
. 
: 


* 5 ] 


tempering and reſtraining each other, acquire thereby a 
new name and nature, and is beſt known by what in our 
other tranſlation, and in the language of an Apoſtle is 
called Reyerence. 

When the Natural man, i. e. one, who is a ſtranger or 

indifterent to the mercies of the Goſpel, contemplates.the 
Almighty as Judge and Avenger, as cloathed with Majeſty 
and Terrour, amidſt Clouds and Darkneſs, and the like 
emblems of wrath; in all the formality of Legal wor- 
ſhip, amid the ſlaughter and blood of beaſts, the ſmoke 
and tumult of Sacrifice, and chiefly. as executing his 
judgments againſt offenders; when he thinks of Him as 
a GOD of Juſtice, Purity, and Holineſs, and from thence 
turns his eyes inward upon himſelf, he cannot but fear ; 
and ſuch Fear doubtleſs hath torment : Much more, ſhould 
any alarming accident, ſhould any haſty dread, whether 
from a diſtempered blood, or a kind impulſe from Provi- 
dence, awaken his guilt, and ſet the terrors of the Al- 
mighty in array before him, his fear and the- tornzgnt 
thereof muſt be ſevenfold. 

But ſhould he come to faſte the Goodueſe of the Ne 
to hear the Almighty ſpeaking to him in the benign nd 
gentle Spirit of the Goſpel, calling, inviting, courting, 
adjuring him to draw _— unto him; ſhould he come to 
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' behold him in the amiable light of Father, Redeemer, 
Comforter, Interceſſor, Phyſician, and even Friend, as buy- 
ing him out of the hands of Divine Juſtice, and offering 
him in exchange for the vanities, and in recompence for the 
light aiflictions of this life, an eternal weight, or preponde- 
rance of glory; in ſhort, (Roan he come to apprehend, what 

mercy 


1 * 


mercy there is in ſtore for him, how dearly purchaſed, how 
ſtrongly ſecured, he muſt greatly rejoice: but ſtill the firſt 
impreſſion will in ſome meaſure remain. He ſtill fears, as 
he becometh more ſenſible of his own unworthineſs. He 


ſtill fears, as well knowing the infirmities of his nature, and 


the power of his old Enemy. He ſtill fears, for he cannot ful- 
ly comprehend theſe tydings of great joy, without reflecting 

upon the wretched State, from which he is recovered. He 
look eth back to the dangers he hath eſcaped with a heart 
divided between pain and pleaſure: ſo that Fear is the very 
foundation of his Joy, and in the words of my text, he re- 


foiceth with trembling. 


Again: The Fear of not being able to attain, or, if 
attained, of loſing what has long been the object of our 
worldly defires and purſuits, hath torment, for which the 
enjoyment of the thing itſelf generally proves a very in- 
ſufficient compenſation. But in our Spiritual courſe, in 


preſſin g towards the mark, for the prize of the hi 185 calling 


of GOD in Chriſt Feſus, though there may be fear, it 15 never- 


theleſs over-ruled by the ſuperiour charms and excellency of 


the Object, and being ſupported by a firm Faith, a lively 


Hope, and a conſciouſneſs of there being ſome virtue in 


ſuch fear, it has more of Joy, than Pain, in the Compoſition. 


In running the race that is ſet before them, it is with 
ſuch, as it was with Virgil's Competitors for the Prize, 
Exultantiaq; haurit 
Corda pavor— x 
or in the language of my text, they rejoice with trem- 
bling.| It is certain we cannot Er the preciſe limits of 
theſe different Affections, nor ſay where the one ends = 
the 


(7) 


the other begins: but whoever ſhall attend to the motions 
of his own heart, muſt know this to be true. We need 


not however have recourſe to Experience for evidence in 
the caſe; ſeeing the Holy Spirit, who Anoweth what is in 
man, hath himſelf aſſured us of it, not only in my text, 
but in many other places. * There is mercy with Thee, 
« therefore ſbalt Thou be feared,” ſaith David +. Solomon, in 
his book of Proverbs obſerves, that © in the Fear of the 
Lord is ftrong Confidence $.” The Prophet Iſaiab ſpeak- 


ing of the Church's glory upon the coming in of the Gen- 


tiles blends theſe two together, « Thine heart (faith he) ſpall 
« fear and be enlarged\}.” Thus the Women that were at the 


Sepulchre, and faw a Viſion of Angels, it is faid, departed 


with fear and great joy. And ſo in the Acts "= the Dis- 
ciples are deſcribed as walking i in the fear of GOD, and in 
« the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt.” - 

From what has been "faid then, we may in ſome Meaſure 
perceive what is the nature and ſpirit of Chriſtian Re- 
joicing. It is no looſe, indeterminate act or operation of 
the mind, but is ſubject to it's proper reſtraints, is to be 
tempered and chaſtiſed by Fear. * 

Toy is a delightful . ariſing i in the mind upon the 
proſpect or arrival of ſome good, or what we fancy to be 
ſuch, and 1s great in proportion, as fuch good was unex- 
pected or unmerited. The very Act of rejoicing is of it- 
ſelf, and ſo far, a Thankſgiving, as it teſtifies in ſome 
meaſure the ſenſe we have of the bleſſing, and our obli- 
gation upon that ſcore; and therefore no wonder it is ſo 

often 


® Pf. 130, 4. + Prov. 14, 26. § Iſaiah 69, 5. 
1 Mat. 23, 8. * Adds 9, 31. 
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often ſpoken of in Holy, Writ as a Duty. But as Valour 
may degenerate into Brutality, Hope into Preſumption, 
Fear into Deſpondency and the like; ſo Joy may. end in 
Exceſs, Pride, Security, and Independency. When in un- 
diſciplin d minds it riſeth quick and violent, it is often over- 
ſet by it's own weight, and dangerous in it's effects, and 


in order to it's being laſting, it muſt firſt ſettle back within it's 


proper channel. Therefore GOD hath in his great wiſdom 
and goodneſs (to uſe the Apoſtles elegant phraſe) temper'd the 
mind as well as the body, by eſtabliſhing a diverfity of opera- 
tions therein with a view to preſerve the ballance of the 
whole. He hath appointed Hope to moderate Grief, Fear 
to repreſs the Inſolence of Joy, and/ſet Reafon at the head 
to curb all unwarrantable paſſions - and deſires. But this 
curious Work of the Creator is gone much out of order. 
Reaſon is very weak and inſufficient, and the Paſſions eaſily 
calt off that yoke. It is the deſign and tendency. how- 
ever of Chriſtianity to repair and reſtore it, which it doth, 
as in other inſtances, ſo likewiſe in this Particular of 
Repoicing. | 7: 03 DS i 
The Man of the World indeed rejoiceth without Fear. 
Succeſs tends only to render him preſumptuous, Heady, 
high-minded. His Joy is the Reſult of a looſeneſs of Soul 
and an uncorrected blood; an idle laviſhing of the Spirits, 
is reſtrain'd by no conſideration, ' and is directed to no ra- 
tional end. It is upon that ſcore often taken ſhort by ſome 
unexpected ſtroke from Providence, for which he is wholly 
unprepared, and the whole terminates at laſt in diſap- 
pointment and chagrin. Whereas the Joy of the CHriſtian 


18 


[9 ] 
is a ſolid, ſteady and rational delight, free from tumult 
or tranſport, governed by a due ſenſe of GOD's good- 
neſs to him on the one hand, and of his own undeſervings 
on the other. David being wrapt into Admiration and 
Thankſgiving upon a ſurvey of GOD's love to mankind 
in his wonders of Creation and Redemption, ſeems to have 
taken his eye off from them, and to have turn'd it inſtantly 


and inwardly upon himſelf, when he cries out., © Lord 


&« what is Man that thou art mindful of him, and the Son of 
Man that thou viſiteſi him] St. Paul, who in his Epiſtles 
talks much of his Joy and Refoicing, and, notwithſtanding 
all his ſufferings, had as much cauſe to do fo as any; yet 
look 'd upon himſelf as nothing, as the chiefeſt of Sinners, 
and confeſs d, that it was only through the Grace of GOD, 


that he was what he was +, an Apoſtle and Servant of Jeſus 


Chrift. And thus all Holy Spirits, the more they have been | 


filled with joy in the Holy Ghoſt, the leſs have they been full 
of themſelves, the genuine and conſtant. effect of ſuch 
vouchſafements being a deeper ſenſe of their own: un- 
worthineſs to receive them. The ſame holds good like- 


wiſe, in reſpe& to Temporal good. things, whether Na- 


tional or Perſonal. And E 
Furſt, As to ſuch as are Perſonal. A Good man will be 


ſomewhat” jealous of what the world calls Good. Fortune, 
much more ſhould it come faſt and frequently on. Tho” 
he rejoiceth in it as the gift of GOD, as a. means of doing 
much good, he feareth nevertheleſs, left he ſhould ſeem to 
take his portion, to have his goed things in this life; left 

| C hrs. 


* Pf. viii. 4. T1 Cor. W. 0. 
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LI 
bis heart fhauld be lifted up and he forget the Lord his 
GOD. . one}? 3 
There is a phraſe in the 1 Ep. of St. Peter *, than which 


nothing can be more expreſſive, or more pertinent to our 


preſent purpoſe, and which the conſciouſneſs and expe- 
rience of his own fanguine temper prompted that Apoſtle 


to recommend to his Diſciples, namely, to gird up the lins 


of their minds, as being apt to run looſe upon any invi- 


tation from proſperity and the other allurements of the 
— ff | * ee en 
But farther, he fears as a wiſe man, as having found in 
his own Accounts perhaps, as well as upon a due obſerva- 
tion of the world about him, that a haſty, much more a 


continued tide of good fortune ſhould be rather an argu- 


ment with the party favoured to beware: foraſmuch as, 
ſooner or later, there is (we may obſerve) an abatement, a 


draw-back of ſome ſort, in ſome ſhape or other upon 
it, fome misfortune, many times, treading cloſe upon 


any ſudden or diſtinguiſh'd inſtance of ſucceſs. We may 
ſee ſomething of this ſort every day we live. So little is 
man to be truſted with the Good, which the Almighty 1s 
8 to beſtow upon him. The like will his conduct 
e 

2. In reſpect to ſuch as are National. Upon any good 
accruing to his Country his Joy opens more widely, his 
heart becomes more enlarged, in proportion to the Object 
of it. He poureth out his Soul in thankſgiving before 
the Almighty; he joineth in yielding his proportion of ho- 
nour and acknowlegment to the Authors and Inſtruments 


of 


1 . 


| 
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of it's ſucceſs; and in ſhort: acquitteth himſelf, as be- 
cometh him, in this ſeaſonable Duty of a good Subject But 
while he rejoiceth before men, he humbleth himſelf before 
GOD. His Joy ſtands corrected, for he confidereth the 
bleſſing to be, deſigned (as in the cal of the Iſraelites) to 
3 and to prove thoſe to whom it is ſent: much more, 
if upon looking round him he perceive the Goodneſs of the 
Almighty and the manners of his fellow-citizens to ſtand in 
a direct contradiction to each other. He. doubts according 
to ſuch their preſent ſtate, whether they have a clear right to 
interpret theſe kindly events from Providence as an infallible 
token of their being in favour with Him. He remembereth 
that GOD delivered the Children of {{-ael, and multiplied 
their corn, and laid no famine on them, and yet as the Pro- 
phet tells us“, their Actions were not goed, it was altogether _ 
pe his Name's Jake, that he did This. He reflects, that 
GOD's aim and intention in giving this ſucceſs may lie 
much farther and higher, than our ſhort-ſighted reaſon 
can penetrate ; and although the preſent generation may 
reap ſome benefit from it, he fears, leſt it ſhould prove a 
ſnare, and by their adding more ingratitude to the mea- 
ſure, it ſhould overflow. In a word, he bleſſeth GOD 
with fear, and rejaiceth with trembling. 
Having then ſhewn you, what is the true nature and ſpirit 
of Chriftian rejoicing, I proceed in the 
Second place to apply the ſame to the preſent happy 


5 Solemnity. | 
We are met together this day, as well, I truſt, in obe- 


dience to the motions of our own hearts, as to the Royal 


Precept, 


* 


0. 0 C1 ® Ezek. xxxvi. 31. 
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Precept, to pour out ourſelves in Thankſgiving before the 
Almighty for thoſe accumulated mercies, which He hath 
graciouſly vouchfafed to us; for that concurrence and ex- 
tent of Victory, with which He hath been pleaſed to 
bleſs his Majefty's Arms in almoſt every quarter of the 
ode. | 

To go through the ſeveral particulars of the Divine 
Goodneſs to theſe nations for ſome time paſt; to follow 
it from Weſt to Eaſt, to the moſt diſtant and oppoſite 
points; to behold it appearing (as we humbly truſt) on 
the ſide of an injur'd people againſt their old and avow'd 
Enemy, breaking down his ſtrong holds, driving him 


back, like a beaft of prey, within his own. bounds from 


whence he had broke looſe; reſtraining the cruelties and 


encroachments of this Civil Barbarian, this proſtituter of 
Religion to the purpoſes of Ambition, and giving the 
Key to Thoſe, who (whatever we may be in other re- 
ſpects, would to GOD we had as much to urge in our be- 
half under other Articles!) will, it is hoped, uſe it better 
to the honour of GOD, the intereſts and enlargement of 
of true Religion, and the Good of mankind .oo—— 

To fee the ſame Almighty Providence on the oppoſite 
Continent confirming in fact, what by his Spirit he had de- 
elared aforetime, that no King is ſaved by the multitude of 
an hoſt, making the native firmneſs and intrepidity of a 
brave Monarch a natural, and, we hope, a ſufficient Shield 
againſt the united efforts of thoſe bands of wickedneſs, 


that combination of Treachery and Ambition, Ingratitude 


and 
® Pſ. xxXXii, 16. 
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and Bigotry, which, under cover of aſſerting a doubtful and 
diſputed property, had been maſquing adeep and dangerous 
deſign againſt the very being of Proteſtantiſm itſelf--- 
To contemplate the ſame Divine power and goodneſs 
ſtrengthening the hearts and hands of our fellow-ſabjeQs 
and Allies with an impenetrable firmneſs beyond the uſual 
meaſure of humanity, againſt ſuch formidable and ſuperi- 
our numbers, on the plains of Minden 

To trace the ſame good Providence from Afr:ck to the 
Indies, and, in ſhort, our obligations 70 pro: e Him from the 
riſmg up of the Sun to the going down of the ſame; and add to 
all this, the more ſilent bleſſings of Heaven ſo viſible upon 
our Baſtet and our Stere——- | 
To expatiate upon theſe particulars, how inviting a 
taſk ſoever it may be, does not fo. neceſſarily fall with- 
in my purpoſe, or the buſineſs of the mg wherein 
I ſtand: we truſt they are recorded elſewhere in much 
fairer and more durable characters. Nor would we be 
thought, from the drift of this diſcourſe, to bring a ſhade 
over this Feſtival, or to ſuggeſt any fear of diminution or 
abatement of our preſent felicity : Nevertheleſs, Security 
is often dangerous, atall times unwiſe. But my Intent is toex- 
hort you torejoice indeed, but with that reſerve upon your ſoy, 
which becometh Wiſe men, or (which is the ſame thing, 
only in a much higher degree) as Chriſtians; to apply the 
ſame to a Religious uſe, and by ſo doing, to make the 
Thankſgiving itſelf, as well as the Matter of it, turn to ho- 
count. b 

We have much cauſe to rejoice; but have we not equal 
reaſon to be ſerious and humble too ? The Pſalmiſt ſeems 

D to 
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to have conſidered things in this light. There ts mercy 
(faith he) with Thee, therefore ſhalt thou be feared, and 
exhorteth the Great Ones of the Earth to rejoice with 
trembling. The Mercies of GOD, and his Acts of Good- 
neſs to the Children of 1/7ael are ſaid to have been deſign- 
ed to humble and to prove them, as well as his Judgments. 
In the mean time are we ſure, that theſe favourable events 
are certain marks of GOD's peculiar regard and attention 
towards Us, independent of other and higher confidera- 
tions ? Nothing is more evident, than that as ill fucceſs is 
not always the diſtinguiſhing teſt of being wicked, ſo nei- 
ther is proſperity of being righteous. For though the bat- 
tle be not always to the ſtrong, and without the Divine bleſ- 
ſing the multitude of an hoſt and all the inſtruments of war 
are vain, yet the wiſe Diſpoſer of all things hath provided, 
that, in the general courſe of things, Succeſs ſhall be the re- 
ſult of foreſight, diligence, and perſeverance. Beſides, ma 
not all this be owing more to the righteouſneſs of our Cauſe 
than the ſoundneſs of our Morals ? may not the cruelties 
of our Enemies have been their worſt adverſaries ? May 
they not have been acceſſory in this and other reſpects to 
their own deſtruction? On the other hand our Misfortunes 
and Diſappointments are often owing to want of Care; and the 
too frequent returns of Scarcity among Ourſelves, may be 
aſcribed in great meaſure to want of fore-thought, and an 
old unreaſonable jealouſy of the Plough 
Moreover, we may not, it 1s like, be able to comprehend 
to what remote purpoſes of Providence theſe fortunate 
beginnings may lead, in favour perhaps of ſome future 
peneration, whoſhall ſerve Him better. May they 5 


Can) 


be intended to open a door to the poor Indian for the ad- 
miſſion of the pure light of the Goſpel, and to reſcue 
them from the power of Thoſe, who, by making Religi- 
on a cover to their ambitious aims, have abuſed their un- 
educated minds, over-ruling what little remaining notions 
of right and wrong, of honeſty and good faith they had; 
inflaming their blood much even beyond its natural temper, 
and training them to the ſame deteſtable trade of trea- 
chery and cruelty with themſelves? 

Again; Though we do not take upon Us to know the 
time and ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power, it may be no unwarrantable hope or belief, that 
theſe ſucceſsful ſteps, with other concurring circumſtances 
and events, may have been co-operating, and have made 
ſome progreſs, towards looſening and diſſolving that A 
tery of Iniquity, that overgrown Spiritual Tyranny, which, 
at the time when it is meditating the extirpation of O- 
thers, may overſet itſelf in the Attempt. | | 

But ſhould we avail ourſelves of theſe good things, yet a 
conſiderate and well-diſpoſed mind muſt feel ſome allay to 
its joy, whenitlooks round and beholds the goodneſs of the 
Almighty and the manners of the world about him (asIhinted 
before) ſtanding in full oppoſition to each other. He will fear 
the being brought farther into debt, when he perceives there is 
every day leſs ability and diſpoſition to repay. Or ſuppoſe, af- 
ter all, this ſeries and concurrence of ſucceſs and proſperity 
to be a token of GOD's countenance towards us, yet how 
ſhall we account for it all ? ſhall we aſcribe it to our Increaſe 
of Faith, our fervent Zeal for the Honour and Practice of True 
Religion, our inviolable adherence to good Faith, Ho- 

neſty, 
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neſty, and Truth, our deteſtation of Perjury, our Chaſtity, 
Temperance, Frugality, and the like ? Let every one here 
preſent lay his hand upon his breaſt, and impartially reſolve 
himſelf upon this queſtion. If he can anſwer in the affir- 
mative, well: if not, it will follow of courſe, that This 
Duty of Public Thankſgiving muſt imply a good deal more; 
that 1t was never intended to ſtand within the ſcanty limits 
of one natural day; and that the beſt and moſt effectual 
proof of Gratitude we can yield, is to put away every thing, 
that may in any wiſe grieve or diſpleaſe our Benefactor, and 
to do every thing that is well pleaſing in his fight. Surely 
when One, whom we have been long provoking and treat- 
ing as an Enemy, perſiſts to be our Friend, an ingenuous 
mind cannot but feel ten times more compunction on the 
remembrance of it's former hoſtilities and indignities againſt 
him. | TOY 

But This, tho' it concern every man amongſt us ſingly 
and apart; though it be fit and neceſſary, that each indi- 
vidual ſhould withdraw that ſhare of guilt, which his own 
particular ſins are continually adding to the heap, is how- 
ever a work in great meaſure of a Public nature, and calls 
very ſtrongly for the aid and concurrence of T HOSE, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, both as Legiſlators and Magiſtrates. 

« That many worthy deeds are done unto this Nation by 
« TOUR eK Me accept it always and in all places 
« with all thankfulneſs :” But permit us to ſay, Is it not a 


moſt dangerous ſpecies of double dealing, Is it not offering 
GOD thanks with one hand, and provoking Him at the 
ſame time with the other, to come before Him in the Du- 

tles 


124 


ties of this Solemnity, and at the ſame time to permit that 
notorious prophanation of the Sabbath, which is become a 
teſt of Diſtinction in thoſe above us, and, among thoſe be- 
low us, hath for ſome time paſt overſpread our high ways 
a one end of the Kingdom to the other from Morning to 
ven 

To reform this threatning evil; To reduce thoſe, wo 
for many years back have been trained up in Succeſſion to 
Riot and Outrage, who keep up a ſtanding party againſt 
the publick peace, who are a nightly terror to our Streets, 
as the wiſe man remarks, ſſeep not except they have dome 
miſchief and have cauſed ſome to fall; to prevent that empty 
Idol, modern Honour, from getting the better of Religion 
and common Honeſty; To ſuppreſs or diſperſe thoſe miſ- 
chievous aſſemblings, where Property, the vitals of a na- 
tion, is unnaturally and wantonly ſhifted from hand to 
nd, and even the will of the Deity ſometimes preſump- 
tuouſly determined by the filly caſt of a Dye; To ſeize 
and puniſh thoſe, from whom reſound the loud Oath, the 
repeated Curſe, which ſhock the heart of the paſſenger, and 
even yet tingle in our Ears; To break up and totally an- 
nihilate thoſe neſts of Dunkenneſs and Brutality, where 
wickedneſs generally begins, where wretches purchaſe 
madneſs and ſtupidity at an eaſy rate, and find a 
ſhorter courſe to ruin, miſery, and death ; — Laſtly, 
to Oppoſe | jointly and ſeverally all combinations a- 
gan Rebginn and Virtue; For however men may con- 


tend for liberty, for the freedom of thinking and judgi 


ſor themſelves, there is always a line drawn, a barrier fix 
a ſtop 
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a ſtop arbitrarily interpoſed in the way of right reaſon and 


conſcience by that Uſurper, the Faſbion, Which hath a. 
power (I had almoſt ſaid) equal to That, which Jet bars 


and dors to the fea, and ſaith, hitherto ſhalt thou come and 


0 farther: fo that few men (as matters now ſtand) dare 
ſtep beyond their neighbour, or do juſtice to the ſtrivings 
of natural judgment and conſcience, tho they plead ever fo 
hard on the ſide of Religion and Goodneſs. In ſhort: it; is 
a yoke put about the neck of thoſe, who ſubmit their own 


' ſpirit and underſtanding to the ways of other men, agree- 


ably to that of the Apoſtle, who, ſpeaking of the pollu- 
tions of the world, obſerveth, that? mhm & man is aver- 
come, or as the word literally ſignifies, is ſo far lefſen'd 445 to 
be ovetborn by, of the ſame is he brought into bondage. 
' Theſe and ſuch like exertions of the Legiſlative, Magi- 
ſterial and Perſonal Authority would, we humbly conceive, 
be the moſt proper expreſſions of a ſincere and religious Gra 


titude, the moſt acceptable Sacrifice of Thankſgiving. | ;..;; 


The Trees of the Mood are in Scripture ſaid + to rejoice 
before the Lord, which they do by circulating their ſap, and 
performing their vegetable taſks in obedience to the laws of 
Creation, and in return for the natural bleſſings. of heaven 
upon then: And theſe, like other parts of this material 
Syſtem, were deſigned as patterns to Man. Let us obey their 
admonition by diſcharging our ſeveral duties in our reſpec+ 
tive ſtations. This will be yielding the beſt ſort of obe- 
dience to the Royal Injun&1m, muſt give the greateſt vigour 
and efficacy to the duties of This Solemnity, and reach far- 
ther than Prayer and Giving 4 Thanks of themſelves can 


do. 
To 


® 2 Pet, ii. 19. + PC. xcvi. 13. 
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To Conclude: | . 

While we look up to GOD in joy and gratitude, let us 
look down upon ourſelves with humility and fear. Let us 
unite our moſt juſt acknowledgments to the Ryyal Author 
(under GOD) of our Proſperity ; in ſupporting Him, 7. e. 
Ourſelves, againſt the wretched Attempts of a deſperate and 
ſinking People, and in praying for That precious Lite, for 


which we are ſo much indebted to the Almighty. Let us 


join in all due honour to the ſeveral inſtruments of our welfare 
and ſucceſs. Let us congratulate our Country and each other, 
with ſome reſtraint however upon it from a tender remem- 
brance of NE, with whoſe ſafety and ſurvival the attain- 
ment of all this good was unhappily found incompatible. 
Let us rejoice ; but let us refle& with all lowlineſs of mind 
on what our Saviour himſelf hath told us, that GOD is“ 
kind even to the Unthankful and to the Evil, and that + to 
whom he hath committed much, of them He will aſt the 


More. 


To whom, &c. 


#* Luke vi. 35. + Luke xi.. 48. 
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